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[bookmark: _Hlk60997557]March 18, 2021

<<Business Name>>
<<Business Address>>
<<City, State Zip>>

Dear <<Business Name>>,
	
SUBJECT: 	New Dumpster Pilot Program: “Keep the Lid Shut”

[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of a new dumpster pilot program the City of Olympia Storm and Surface Water Quality Staff will place a sticker on your dumpsters as a reminder to shut the lid after each use. Closing lids on dumpsters reduces smells, deters pests and keeps rain out. 

We want to make it as easy as possible for you and your employees to close the dumpster lids every time you take out your garbage or recycling. We’ll be delivering reminder signs and posters to display inside your business, tips and information about keeping dumpster areas clean, and additional free options like a pledge, window cling and a $50 voucher for a step stool (to help employees reach/access the dumpster lid).  

Why Is This Important?
Open dumpsters cause problems for our local waterways. When lids are left open, rainwater gets in. Then dumpster juice can leak or pour out when it is emptied into the garbage truck. When this happens, pollution from the dumpster juice gets washed into the nearest storm drain and then flows into nearby water bodies like Schneider Creek and Budd Inlet. 

[bookmark: _Hlk27724125]Protecting waterways is a priority for our community and a requirement under the Clean Water Act and the Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater permit. The permit requires local governments to manage and control stormwater runoff so it does not pollute downstream waters.

Next Steps
We would like to meet with you to give you materials and chat briefly. We will be in your area between March 29 – April 1. We will try to reach out to set up a time or you can contact Susan McCleary, Senior Program Specialist, to schedule a time at smccleary@ci.olympia.wa.us or 360.570.3794. If we don’t coordinate a time, we’ll stop by when we are already in your neighborhood.

We look forward to being partners in helping protect local water quality. 

Sincerely,
[image: ]
SUSAN MCCLEARY
Senior Program Specialist
Public Works, Water Resources
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