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NPDES Permits
100% of Permit Coverage

34%
Muni

65% 
ISGP

1% 
Other

Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit
ISGP Permits

– 16 Tenant  Permits 
– 1 Port Permit
– Covering ~700 Acres

Other NPDES Permits
– Individual, Boatyard, Construction

Stormwater Permits



Ports & Stormwater – Issues & Priorities

• Endangered salmon and 
orcas

• Public trust responsibilities
• WA stormwater regulations
• Third party lawsuits
• Heavy industrial work
• Proximity to waterways
• Aging public assets
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Marine Stormwater Utility
• Only port in country with its own stormwater utility
• Comprehensive asset management – assess, repair, 

rehabilitate
• Drainage rates below those of City of Seattle
• Budget ~$7M/year

Stormwater Innovations
• Innovative treatment systems – ‘oyster barrels,’ ‘splash 

box,’ green stormwater opportunities
• Salmon-Safe certified parks and public access areas 
• Clean Marinas and EnviroStar certified marinas
• Responsible dock washing

Stormwater Utility & 
Innovations
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• Goal: The Port of Seattle 
commits to being a leader in 
regional and national efforts to 
achieve equity and social justice

• Core Principles
– Integrating Values of Equity and 

Inclusion 
– Prioritizing the Most Vulnerable in 

developing policies, practices, and 
procedures

– Ensuring Language and Cultural 
Competence 

– Supporting Community-Based 
Organizations
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Port’s Equity, Diversity & Inclusion



• Stormwater Strategic Plan
– Identify equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) benefits of 

stormwater program
– Enhance visibility of the benefits of stormwater utility 

in local communities
– Create scoring matrix for tenants with EDI 

considerations and use to prioritize tenant BMP 
training

– Create scoring matrix including EDI considerations to 
prioritize infrastructure work

– Incorporate EDI into contract decisions
• Need for translations grew out of EDI goals
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Utility Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Goals



• Truckers with diverse cultural 
and language backgrounds

• Importance of pollution 
prevention and best 
management practices

• Languages: 
– Amharic, Tigrinya, Russian, 

Ukrainian, Spanish, and        
Punjabi

• Signs with QR codes

8

Trucking Customers



• How the Stormwater Utility 
improves stormwater

• Information on pollution 
prevention and best 
management practices

• Identify relevant materials
• Identify non-English speaking 

audiences
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Duwamish River Community



• Demographics to inform 
translations

• Port Equity Index 
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Duwamish River 
Community



• Languages: 
– Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, 

Somali, Khmer, and Tagalog

• Other outreach:
– Video: Save it on a Rainy Day!
– Direct work with tenants and 

community groups
– Duwamish student summer 

interns
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Duwamish River Community



Oyster Shell Treatment
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Questions?

portseattle.org/programs/maritime-stormwater-program
Dewell.J@portseattle.org

http://www.portseattle.org/programs/maritime-stormwater-program
mailto:Dewell.J@portseattle.org
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