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Small Spills, Large Spills...
What to do?
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Cover spill with absorbent (like kitty litter), 
and let it soak for a few minutes
Safely sweep up the absorbent material
Use enough absorbent to soak up the spill 
without dripping, bag it and dispose in a 
dumpster
Never rinse or wash spills into stormwater 
drains or City streets

Safely stop, redirect or capture the flow;  
use booms, pads or absorbent material
Report the spill to Washington State Spill 
Hotline: 1-800-258-5990 (provide as  
much detail as possible)
For spills on City streets, call Vancouver 
Operations Dispatch: 360-487-8177
Immediate threats to public health:  
Call 911 and the Washington Emergency 
Management Division

A spill of any size that enters a 
stormwater drain may cause harm to 

surface or ground water. By law,  
spills must be reported to the  

Washington Department of Ecology.

















SMALL SPILLS – LESS THAN 1 GALLON

LARGE SPILLS – MORE THAN 1 GALLON



Please help protect  
our surface and ground water!
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BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPS) 
Follow these practices to avoid spills:
Maintain equipment regularly, check for leaks, 
stains and fix immediately
Capture leaks and drips during maintenance 
with pads or pans
Cover equipment stored outside with tarps or 
a roof to protect from rainfall
Be prepared for spills:
•	 Develop spill plans and procedures for 

different liquid spills on your site
•	 Train employees on clean up procedures
•	 Keep spill kits in well-marked, easily 

accessed area and restock annually


