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The Stormwater Clearinghouse is a centralized online
resource being developed for the practitioners who write,
update, and enforce local codes in Washington —
planners, permit writers, jurisdictional staff, tribes, and
HOAs, with particular attention to smaller and rural
jurisdictions where staff balance multiple responsibilities
and may be under-resourced. Communities are dealing
with increases in stormwater run-off, sea levelrise,
changing climate conditions, and increases in
precipitation amounts and timing. The region is also
experiencing funding challenges that emphasize the need
to improve knowledge sharing and reuse of tools

when possible.

The goal for the Clearinghouse is to make it easier to find
practical, vetted guidance when you're developing or
refining codes that affect community resiliency and health
and build out a robust community of practice to support
collaboration. For the first phase of work, the focus is on
western Washington jurisdictions and a small set of topics
identified by the Clearinghouse Advisory Group. In future
phases, the Clearinghouse will be expanded to new topics
and to cover all of Washington.

Phase 1 Topics

Urban Tree Canopy, Stormwater and HOA’s, and
Low Impact Development (LID) will be the first set
of topics addressed by the Clearinghouse,
including preparing model regulations that can be
tailored to local needs.
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We need your help to make
sure the Clearinghouse
meets the needs of
stormwater practitioners in
Western Washington.

Definitions

® Code-_Collection of local laws
and ordinances enacted by a
municipal government.

® Ordinance - Legislatively
enacted by a municipal
council, Board of County
Commissioners or similar local
decision-making authority.

® Regulation - Rules enacted by
a governing body to govern
activities within a jurisdiction.

® Law - Legal framework shaped
by policies, ordinances, and
local enforcement.
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Urban Tree Canopy

Comprehensive plan updates, the 3-30-300 rule, growing recognition of the
benefits of stormwater trees, and new Municipal permit requirements, are
putting urban canopy at the center of code conversations, often with
tension between tree retention requirements and housing density. Urban
tree canopy reduces runoff through rainfall interception, supports
infiltration, and filters pollutants, while also providing climate resilience,
heat mitigation benefits and positive impacts on human health. Codes for
urban tree canopy retention or enhancement sit at the intersection of
stormwater goals, housing capacity, and comprehensive planning
requirements, and practitioners are currently writing and updating these
regulations with limited shared resources.

Homeowners Associations (HOAs)

HOAs are increasingly responsible for owning and maintaining green
stormwater infrastructure (GSI) and other shared stormwater facilities after
developers transfer project control. However, expectations for
maintenance, levels of enforcement, and alignment between HOA
governing documents (CC&Rs) and local stormwater regulations vary widely
across jurisdictions. As a result, HOAs often struggle with upkeep once
infrastructure transfers from initial developers, and CC&Rs can conflict with
local codes in ways that undermine the capture and treatment of
stormwater runoff. Both jurisdictions and HOAs are seeking clearer, more
consistent models to define responsibilities, support long-term
maintenance, and ensure that stormwater infrastructure continues to
function as intended.

Low Impact Development (LID)

Recent middle housing legislation and broader density initiatives are
influencing both regulatory frameworks and site design conditions for low
impact development (LID). As lot sizes decrease and site coverage
increases, practitioners may face growing constraints in siting and
integrating green stormwater infrastructure (GSl). At the same time, the
balance between pervious and impervious surfaces remains a key design
and policy point: while pervious materials can support infiltration and help
mitigate urban heat island effects, they often introduce operation and
maintenance demands. LID approaches aim to manage runoff by
embedding GSl and localized facilities into site design, but their
effectiveness is increasingly tied to how codes address housing form, site
coverage, and pervious requirements. As jurisdictions update regulations
and practitioners implement projects, these intersections between LID,
middle housing, and surface design are being navigated and refined in
real time.

Stormwater Model Code and Ordinance Clearinghouse — 2



How to Get Involved

If you or your colleagues have worked through code challenges in any of these areas, we want to document
your experience. Reach out to Haley Morris (hmorris@rossstrategic.com) and we'll set up time to talk.
We're also looking for practitioners willing to test draft Clearinghouse materials as they're developed — let
Haley know if you'd like to be included.

Who's Behind the Clearinghouse

The Clearinghouse is led by the Washington Stormwater Center at Washington State University with
funding from the Stormwater Strategic Initiative Lead. Development is guided by a monthly Advisory Group
of practitioners who share code development experiences, identify gaps where stormwater practitioners
struggle to find relevant guidance, review draft Clearinghouse products, and advise on data sharing
standards and knowledge-transfer approaches (briefs, dashboards, decision aids, and communities of
practice topics).

Advisory Group affiliations: American Forests, City of Gig Harbor, City of Lacey, City of Marysville, City of
Olympia, King County, Kitsap County, Pierce County, Town of Coupeville, Tulalip Tribes, Washington State
Department of Ecology, Washington State Department of Natural Resources, and the Washington
Stormwater Center at Washington State University.

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under the assistance of PC-01J89801 to the
Washington State Department of Ecology. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Environmental
Protection Agency, nor does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.
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